IT’S IMPORTANT TO 
REMEMBER THAT 
THIS ALL STARTED 
WITH THE BEST OF 
INTENTIONS. 


: I HAD PLANNED TO 
RESURRECT LAS VEGAS FROM 
THE ASHES. AND IT WORKED/ 

) =I REALLY FEEL LIKE I NEED 

TO POINT THAT OUT. EVEN 
IF, ADMITTEDLY, THERE 
WERE SOME HICCUPS-- 


Nene 


Sa 


Sarreraa 


CSS 


--NAMELY, THAT SOMETHING 
ELSE CAME BACK WITH IT. 


AND WHERE 
_ HELL GOES...SO 
GOES MEPHISTO. 


WHEN THE CITY WAS y 
| DESTROYED, IT FELL TO VL 
HIS REALM. AND WHEN See 

I BROUGHT IT BACK 
HE WAS...NOT THRILLED. 


WH 
Y 


HIS CORRUPTING 
_ INFLUENCE SPREAD 
ACROSS THE CITY, 
TEMPTING EVERYONE 
IN IT_INTO SIN, AND 
THEN PUNISHING 
THEM FOR IT. 


SO THIS IS HOW I FOUND MYSELF 
PLAYING CARDS AGAINST THE DEVIL, 
WITH THE FATE OF MILLIONS AT STAKE. 


AND WITH 
SO MUCH ON 
THE LINE, I DID 
THE ONLY THING 

ANY SENSIBLE 

PERSON 

WOULD Do... 


OKAY, WONG, MUCH AS I LOVE 
2 SPENDING TIME IN ANY COUNTRY 
WHERE DOGS GET TO SIT AT BARS-- 
WHY AM T SITTING AT A 
BAR AGAIN? 


I TOLD YOU, BATS-- 
I WILL HELP STEPHEN, EVEN IF 
HE MIGHT PREFER I DIDN’T. BUT 
MEPHISTO IS A POWERFUL ENEMY. WE 
WILL NEED HELP TO DEFEAT HIM-- 


--HELP FROM SOMEONE WITH NO 
SHORTAGE OF EXPERIENCE FIGHTING 
THE DARKNESS. 


a 


: 
vile 


Sy 


fa 


b | 


| 


EW OOH, I BET THAT'S 
mE GOT SOMETHING TO 
DO WITH IT. 


I’M GUESSING 
FROM THE FACT 
YOU AND THE DOG 
AREN’T DRINKING 
BLOOD THAT 
YOU GOT THE 
WRONG 

PUB... AND THERE’S 

THE FACT THAT 
T SUPPORT 
ARSENAL. 


I'LL TRY 
AND OVERLOOK 
IT. LONG TIME NO 
SEE, WONG. I’M 
GUESSING YOU’VE 
GOT A JOB 
FOR ME? 


THE MISTY 


WE 
UNDERSTAND 
HOW IMPORTANT 
YOUR WORK IS, 
YES--AND WE 
DO HATE TO 
INTRUDE-- 


LAS VEGAS 
IS IN TURMOIL--THE 
PEOPLE ARE TEARING 
THEMSELVES APART IN 
THE STREETS. 


Q AND 
THAT'S NOT 
EVEN GETTIN’ 
INTO THE 
DEMONS-- 


SOMEBODY 
SAID DEMONS, 
YEAH? 


WELL, DON’T 
WORRY, BOYS-- \ 
ELSA BLOODSTONE’S | 


GONNA FIX YOU UP. 
RIGHT AFTER A LONG, 
HOT SHOWER. 


| NEW YORK CITY. GOMETHING HAPPENING 
IN LAS VEGAS. 
STEPHEN HAS-- 


I WATCH 


a THE IMMORTAL 

ss) IRON FIST. IN NEED 
OF SOMETHING 

TO FUNEH. 


B/ No. I’M sorry, 
1A I'VE GOT OTHER 


y Bu 
¢ GOOD NEWS, 
GENTLEMEN-- 


i. 


MISTER 
KNIGHT, 


| IN, BUT OUT 
OF HIS MIND. | 


OUTSIDE 


I CAME HERE 


/ CITRUSVILLE, | : a BS To RECONNECT WITH 


/ FLORIDA. 


HE HAS SINCE LOST 


THE ABILITY TO SPEAK. 


WE COMMUNICATE 
THROUGH THE 
MOVEMENTS 

OF NATURE. THE 
WIND IN THE TREES, 
THE CURRENTS OF 
THE SWAMP. 


THE EARTH--TO FIND 
SOME PEACE IN THE 
INTERCONNECTEDNESS 
OF THE LIFE 
CYCLES. 


JERICHO! DRUM: mM: 


BROTHER VOODOO. A ; 
VERY STRANGE DOtTOR. | L 2 F + 


JAN 
THE LEGENDARY ONE THING 


MAN-THING. —_— pERPLEXES ME, 
THOUGH--I THOUGHT 
HE HAD LEARNED TO 

SPEAK AGAIN? 


ad --HE’D LIKE 
AND WHAT = FOR YOUR DOG TO 
IS HE SAYING TO : STOP URINATING 
YOU NOW? » ON HIS LEG. 


I CAN'T 
HELP IT/ IT’S 
INSTINCT! 


WOW--THAT 
SURE IS A WHOLE 


LOTTA RIDICULOUS, WONG. 


WE GOT THE WHOLE 
GANG YET? 


I UNDERSTAND, 
DOCTOR VOODOO. 
AND WHO BETTER 

TO HELP YOU 
WITH THAT-- 


TWO OF THE 
SCRATCHERS. 


WE NEED 
YOUR HELP, 


JOHNNY. 


Why 
a 
HI 
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STEPHEN 
STRANGE-- 


YOU ALWAYS 
DO. BUT ABOUT FIFTY 
MILES OUT THERE’S 
A LITTLE GIRL BURIED 
IN AN UNMARKED GRAVE. 
NOBODY HELPED HER, 
SO NOW SHE GETS 
VENGEANCE 
INSTEAD. 


WHATEVER 
YOU NEED, 
IT AIN'T AS 
IMPORTANT 
AS THAT. 


IS DUE 


AN _ASS-KICKING. 
MAYBE IF YOU STOPPED 
POSTIN’ HIS BAIL, 
HE’D STOP FINDING 
TROUBLE. 


I MIGHT 


AGREE IN MOST 
CIRCUMSTANCES--BUT THIS = 
TIME 1S SOMETHING Fae 


THAT RIGHT? 
THEM HOARY HOSTS 
OF HOGGOTH FINALLY 
GET SICK OF HEARIN’ 
THEIR NAME GET 
TAKEN IN VAIN? 


WOULD 
THAT IT WERE 
SO SIMPLE. 
HE’S UNLEASHED 
A TERRIBLE EVIL 
ON THE EARTH. AN 
EVIL YOU KNOW 
ALL TOO MUCH /” 
ABOUT. : 


DIFFERENT. 


IT’S 
MEPHISTO, 
JOHNNY. 
MEPHISTO 
HAS COME TO 
EARTH--AND 
HE’S BROUGHT 
HELL WITH 
HIM. 


THANK YOU 
ALL FOR JOINING 
ME. I KNOW THIS 

IS NOT IDEAL. 


1774 LAL AGR i TREET. wow. 
WHAT'S LEFT OF THE SANCTUM SANCTORUM. | 


GOING TO MAKE IT 
BACK FROM 
THIS ONE. 


AS I'VE 
MENTIONED TO 
ALL OF YOU, STEPHEN 
ATTEMPTED TO RESURRECT 
LAS VEGAS, AND IN SO 
DOING, SUMMONED 
MEPHISTO INTO 
OUR REALM. 


SINCE THEN, 
HIS INFLUENCE 
HAS BEGUN TO 

SPREAD. IT APPEARS 
ANY MINOR SIN 
OR INFRACTION IS 
BEING MET WITH 
THE FORFEIT OF 
ONE’S SOUL. 


i AS SEVERAL , 
MEMBERS OF THE \ 
AVENGERS, NAMELY 
BLACK PANTHER, 
CAPTAIN MARVEL, 
HAWKEYE, FALCON 
AND THOR, CAN 
NOW SADLY 


THEY'LL BE OUR 
FIRST MAJOR 
OBSTACLE. I'VE 
OUTLINED EACH 
ONE OF YOUR 
ASSIGNMENTS IN 
THE FOLDERS IN 
FRONT OF YOU. 
PLEASE TAKE THE 


OVER THEM 
CARE-- 


I KNOW 
IT’S SLIGHTLY 
OFF-BRAND, BUT... 
WASN’T THE DOC 
HANGING OUT WITH 
THE SENTRY 
LATELY? 


THAT... 
FEELS LIKE 
IT COULD BE 
USEFUL. 


= y an 
SZ THAT’S A BAD 


IDEA FOR A LOT OF 
REASONS. BESIDES, 
SENTRY HATES 
STEPHEN NOW. IT’S... 
WELL, IT’S RATHER 
COMPLICATED. 


WHAT ABOUT 
WANDA? WHY 
ISN’T SHE 
HERE? 


I’M SORRY, BLADE...IT’S JUST, ARE THEY EVEN THAT BIG OF 
A DEAL? I’M A MONSTER HUNTER BY TRADE AND T 
LITERALLY NEVER SEE VAMPIRES. 


YEAH, AND 
YOU'RE WELCOME 
FOR THAT. 


OH, 
PLEASE. 


NUH-UH, 
DON’T CONDESCEND TO 
ME BECAUSE I’M BETTER 
AT MY JOB THAN YOU. 


U 


NO OFFENSE BUT..YOU GUYS, MEPHISTO HAS 
TURNED VEGAS INTO HIS HOME TURF. HE TOOK 
OUT THE AVENGERS WITHOUT EVEN 
LEAVING HIS PENTHOUSE/ 


I’M NOT SEEING 
WHAT A BUNCH OF 
MONSTERS, A PSYCHOPATH, 
A KUNG FU GUY AND A 
FRANKLY USELESS VAMPIRE 
SLAYER ARE GOING TO 
DO ABOU-- 


HOLD UP, 
WHAT DID 
YOU JUST 

SAY? 


HEY, WILL YOU 
TWO KNOCK NOT JUST KUNG 
IT OFF?/ FU, OKAY? IT’S 
AN INCREDIBLY 
ANCIENT FORM 
OF FIGHTING 
THAT I-- 


HANG ON. 
WHY IS FIST EVEN 
HERE? HE’S MAGIC 

ADJACENT 

AT BEST/ 


WHAT DO You 
CARE? YOU DON’T 
EVEN WANT TO 
BE HERE/ 


ARE YOU 
ALL QUITE 
FINISHED? 


(WHICH 
ONE IS THE 
PSYCHOPATH?) 


wp 


I HAVE 
CHOSEN YOU 

ALL FOR A REASON. 

YOU ARE ALL...FOR 
THE MOST PART... 

WELL, EITHER DEAD, 
DAMNED, OR YOU 
CARRY DARKNESS 

WITH YOU. NONE 


OF YOU ARE 
WITHOUT 


AND, IF 
I’M BEING 
COMPLETELY 
HONEST, 

I CHOSE YOu 
BECAUSE, IF YOU 
DO GET TURNED, 

I BELIEVE IT IS 
WITHIN MY POWER 
TO BRING YOU 
DOWN BEFORE 
YOU HURT 
OTHERS. 


HE THROW 
EVERYTHING HE LOVED 
STRAIGHT INTO 
HELL ITSELF TO 
SAVE YOU? 


I KNOW HE 
WOULD FOR ME. 
T’VE SEEN HIM 
DO IT. 


I CHOSE YOU 
BECAUSE YOU ARE 
OUR ONLY HOPE OF 
FIGHTING MEPHISTO 


ITA 
PRAGMATIC MAN. 
AND THIS IS THE WAY 
I’M DOING THIS. IF YOU 
DON’T LIKE IT, THE 
SANCTUM HAS MANY 
DOORS THAT CAN 
TAKE YOU BACK 
HOME. 


BUT 
BEFORE YOU 
GO, T WANT 
YOU TO ASK 

YOURSELF... 


TI WILL GO 
IN ALONE IF IT 
HAVE TO. \ 


BUT...I REALLY \ 
HOPE I DON’T 
HAVE TO. 


DOCTOR VOODOO, 
YOU DON’T HAVE Ti 
RAISE YOUR- 


MAN-THING 
CANNOT 
READ. 


y YES. I WAS 
WONDERING IF 
YOU MIGHT GO 
OVER THE PLAN 

WITH HIM 
ALOUD? 


VERY 
WELL. THE 
PLAN IS QUITE 
SIMPLE. MORE 
OR LESS... 


ALL OF YOU 
KEEP THE GHOST 
AVENGERS OFF MY 
BACK WHILE BATS 
AND I GO BREAK 
STEPHEN OUT OF 
MEPHISTO’S 
TOWER. 


MINUTE OBJECTIONS 
OR WANTS TO LEAVE, 
THIS IS YOUR LAST CHANCE. 
OTHERWISE, YOUR SPECIFIC 
OBJECTIVES ARE IN 
YOUR FOLDERS. 


BE 
CAREFUL WITH 
_/ THE CITIZENRY, 
Sf THEY'RE LIKELY 
DEMONIZED BY THIS 
POINT, SO HURT 
THEM IF YOU HAVE 
TO, BUT TRY NOT 
TO KILL ANY 
OF THEM. 


HAT 
MEANS YOU, 
\ KNIGHT. 


AND THEN, 

ONCE BATS 

AND I HAVE 
STEPHEN 
CLEAR... 
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OKAY, HEADS UP, 
EVERYONE. THEY KNOW 
WE’RE HERE. 


DAMN... 
WOULD You 
LOOK AT 
THAT... 


) THE VEGAS STRIP. 


JUST...LOTTA MONSTERS 
EVERYWHERE. THAT’S GOTTA STING, 
WHAT WITH YOU BEING A MONSTER 

HUNTER AND ALL. 


JUST SAYIN’, 
NOT SEEIN’ A 
WHOLE HELL OF A 
LOT OF VAMPI-- 


I--I DON’T 
KNOW--MOVED 
TOO FAST/ 


JERICHO, TRY SOMETHING/ THERE 
MUST BE A SPELL OR-- 


THIS IS AN ASGARDIAN 
ENCHANTMENT, DANIEL. I 
DON’T THINK I CAN-- 
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HEY, 
GUYS--AM 
T CRAZY... 


OR IS 
IT RAINING 
FIRE? 


THEY'RE 
IMMUNE TO 
MY MAGIC/ WE 
NEED TOFALL / 


BACK/ 


7 _AGREED. 
{ BUT WHERE WE 
GONNA FALL 
BACK TO... 


THAT'S 
SAFE FROM 
THEM? 


A CEMENT TRUCK? 
WHO WOULD BE MAD 
ENOUGH TO-- 


ALL RIGHT, 
EVERYONE. 
HURRY/ 


COME ON-- 
Y THAT ISN'T 
GONNA KEEP 
THEM DOWN 
FOR VERY 
LONG. 


Y BUT YOU'LL 
ALL BE SAFE 
WITH ME/ 


WE JUST GONNA LEAVE EM’ 
LIKE THAT? WONG, BLADE‘S 
GOT THAT HAMMER BURNIN’ 
A HOLE IN HIS CHEST/ 
WE GOTTA-- 


ARUN 


A 


AREN’T HERE 

FOR BLADE. 

WE'RE HERE 
FOR-- 


\IN 
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| | TO FIND OUT HOW STEPHEN 
| BECAME A GHOST RIDER, CHECK 
OUT DOCTOR STRANGE #387/ 
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